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Nanette S. Edwards, Executive Director

0 S

ANDREW M. BATEMAN
General Counsel for ORS

Office of Regulatory Staff
1401 Main Street

Suite 900
Columbia, SC 29201

(803) 737-0800
ORS.SC.GOV

August 26, 2021

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Jocelyn G. Boyd, Esquire
Chief Clerk & Administrator
Public Service Commission of South Carolina
101 Executive Center Drive, Suite 100
Columbia, South Carolina 29210

RE: Dominion Energy South Carolina, Incorporated's 2021 Integrated Resource Plan
(IRP) (See also Docket No. 2019-226-E)
Docket No. 2021-9-E

Dear Ms. Boyd:

Pursuant to Commission Order No. 2021-429, dated June 18, 2021, issued in the above-
referenced docket, the Public Service Commission of South Carolina ("Commission") directed
Dominion Energy South Carolina, Inc. ("DESC" or "Company" ) to file its 2021 update to its
Integrated Resource Plan ("IRP Update") within sixty (60) days from the date of that order. In
compliance with that Order, DESC filed its IRP Update on August 17, 2021. The Company's filed
IRP Update consists of 190 pages detailing a series of complex analyses and calculations.

According to S.C. Code Ann. ss 58-37-40,

[a]n electrical utility shall submit annual updates to its integrated resource plan to the
commission. An annual update must include an update to the electric utility's base
planning assumptions relative to its most recently accepted integrated resource plan,
including, but not limited to: energy and demand forecast, commodity fuel price
inputs, renewable energy forecast, energy efficiency and demand-side management
forecasts, changes to projected retirement dates of existing units, along with other
inputs the commission deems to be for the public interest. The electrical utility's annual
update must describe the impact of the updated base planning assumptions on the
selected resource plan.
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Additionally, "[t]he Office of Regulatory Staff shall review each electric utility's annual
update and submit a report to the commission providing a recommendation concerning the
reasonableness of the annual update." S.C. Code Ann. tt 58-37-40(D)(2) (Supp. 2020).

On August 25, 2021, the Commission issued a Notice of Hearing indicating that the
Commission planned to conduct a merits hearing in the aforementioned docket on September 30,
2021. Additionally, the Commission set testimony deadlines of September 9, 2021, for allparties'irect

testimony and September 23, 2021, for responsive testimony.

In order to conduct a thorough and meaningful analysis the South Carolina Office of
Regulatory Staff ("ORS") will be required to create and send discovery to the Company, allow a
reasonable amount of time for the Company to respond, and receive, review, and analyze those
discovery responses. The complexity of the issues under review may require multiple sets of
discovery to be sent. Accordingly, ORS requires a time period for review substantially greater
than the approximately two weeks allocated by the Commission to draft and file Direct Testimony.
ORS plans to file the statutorily required report within 120 days of the Company's IRP Update
and respectfully requests that any hearing required in this docket be re-scheduled to occur after
that date.

Sincerely,

Andrew M. Bateman

cc: All Parties of Record (via electronic mail)
Jo Anne Wessinger Hill, Esquire (via electronic mail)
David Butler, Esquire (via electronic mail)


